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Underappreciated: The Nuclear Professional

The advancement of our nation and the world is predicated on the availability and 

reliability of its energy sources.  Energy is the fuel that drives any modern day economy.  

With this said, I believe that the nuclear industry and its professionals will turn out to 

play a major role in fulfilling the future development of the world. 

    The nuclear industry is influential on most people’s day-to-day life.  However, it seems 

as though the nuclear industry is often vilified in different forms through the media.  

Their mishaps are often times magnified and scrutinized by the media, while their 

benefits are frequently overlooked.  I believe that a lot of the disdain and leeriness about 

nuclear energy strings back from the devastation seen in the bombing of Japan in World 

War II, and more recently, the damage caused by the tsunami in Japan and the plant 

accident in Chernobyl, Russia in the late 80’s.  The professionals in the industry have a 

tough road ahead of them.  They are fighting an uphill battle of negative views that are 

placed upon them.  So far, it is of my opinion that the nuclear industry has done a 

remarkable job at providing safe and reliable energy to those who demand it.  Rarely do 

you hear about incidents involving deaths or accidents caused within the industry.  

Conversely, mishaps and misfortunes do not seem to be all that uncommon in the coal 

and oil industries nowadays.  Mining is a dangerous job that has its casualties, along with 

the oil industry.  For example, the recent oil spill in the gulf placed many professionals in 

the oil industry under hazardous conditions.  Nevertheless, due to the perseverance of 

their workers, the nuclear industries rate of incidents is unparalleled with the rest of the 

energy industries.  Yet, they remain un-trusted to the point where they are often times 



overregulated.  Parts of the nuclear industry today are regulated to the point where 

innovation within the industry is being stifled.                                      

The number one source of energy used in the United States today is oil.   The 

problem that arises from this is the fact that oil is susceptible to unpredictable market 

swings due to dependence on foreign countries.  Unlike fossil fuels, nuclear energy has 

the advantage of less dependence due to our efficiencies in the industry.  I believe that it 

is important for professionals in the field of nuclear energy to remain steadfast.  They 

have the difficult task of swaying public belief that nuclear energy is safe and efficient.  

This is because we are not solely market driven.  Opinion, emotion, and impression all 

play a major role in the decisions made in society, such as what our primary energy 

source will be.  An industry will not win simply based on the fact that their source is 

more efficient.  It also has to be accepted and supported by society.   

With this said, I find it both courageous and praiseworthy of those who continue 

to expand the nuclear industry.  Due to all of negative implications that seem to be 

stacked up against the industry, it would only be logical for it to begin to slowly die 

away.  Here is where I believe the diligence of those active in the nuclear profession are 

truly making a difference in our society.  Who knows where we will be in twenty or thirty 

years when it comes to our primary source of energy.  What I do know is that nuclear 

energy will be a viable option for us to choose from if oil or coal begins to fail us.  This 

option is at hand because of those remaining dedicated and persistent in the industry and I 

commend them for that.     

The nuclear industry is often times found in the tough position of having to 

operate under the conditions of zero tolerance for failure.  Yes, using nuclear energy has 



its risks, just like any other source of energy.  However, to move forward as a society we 

must bear some risk.  As of right now, the industry has proven to have an amazing track 

record of producing efficient energy while minimizing most of the risks.  Nonetheless, 

my belief is that their work will prove to make a substantial difference in the energy 

industry in the coming years.             


